CHAPTER VI
PHILIP AXD THE PAPACY
BESET on all sides by dangers within and without, it
would have been well if Philip could have relied upon
strong moral forces to support him. A virtuous king of
the Franks, aggressive and masterful in his own am-
bitions, yet a Crusader and a traditional guardian of
the churches, might have relied on the assistance which
the spiritual power at the centre of European politics
could give in many and important ways. But Philip's
character did not run after the fashion which popes
would approve. A man of hot passion and invincible
obstinacy, he was determined to have and to hold what-
ever his fancy desired. And it was his fortune to meet
as an antagonist on a question of simplest Christian
morals one of the greatest men who ever sat in the chair
of S. Peter.
Philip's first wife, Elizabeth, died on March 15,
1190, leaving him the son who was to be Louis VIII.
The crusade gave short time for his regrets. Three
months after she had been laid to rest in Notre Dame,
Philip was taking his standard from S. Denys. On his
return he was deep in plots and treaties against Pdchard